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Introduction

Climate Change is the prime concern for the adverse impact and
long-term adaptations need to be integrated nowadays in different
countries, including Bangladesh. Developed nations emit more
greenhouse gases that harm the environment, accelerating
negative impacts on developing and least developed countries.
Understanding the context and addressing the emergence in our
national goals to combat climate change and our overall challenges,
the event “The Road to Dubai: Expert Consultation on Thematic
Programs of COP28" was organized on November 15, 2023, at a
Hotel in Dhaka. This Expert Consultation was organized in
collaboration with esteemed partner organizations including
Nature Conservation Management (NACOM), Center For Climate
Change and Environmental Research (C3ER), UNDP Bangladesh,
Action Aid Bangladesh, ECO NETWORK, Youth Net for Climate
Justice, Change Initiative, Center for Disability in Development
(CDD), Arannayk Foundation, Prokriti O Jibon Foundation, Local
Environment Development and Agricultural Research Society
(LEDARS), Center for Atmospheric Pollution Studies, An
Organization for Socio-Economic Development (AOSED), CODEC,
International Center for Climate Change and Development
(ICCCAD). They organized the event profoundly and focused on the
core thematic issues regarding Adaptation, Climate Finances, Loss
and Damage, Technology Transfer, Capacity Building, Mitigation,
Accountability, Nature and Land Use, Women, Youth, Disability and
Indigenous Community with principles and processes for the
upcoming COP 28. Honourable Minister Mr. Md. Shahab Uddin (MP),
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change graced the
event as the chief guest and Mr. Stephen Liller, UNDP Resident
Representative Bangladesh joined as the special guest. The
meeting was chaired by Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmed, Economist
and Climate Change Expert and Chairman, Dhaka School of
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The speakers were: Mr. Zakir Hussain Khan, Chief Executive,
Change Initiative; Dr. M Asaduzzaman, former Director Research
and Professional Fellow, BIDS; Dr. Hasib Irfanullah, Visiting
Research Fellow, CSD, ULAB; Mr. M Hafizul Islam Khan, Executive
Director, CCJ-B; Ms. Farah Kabir, Country Director, ActionAid
Bangladesh; Dr. Md Igbal Kabir, Professor, CCHPU, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare; Mr. Arif M Faisal, Program Specialist,
Nature, Climate and Energy, UNDP Bangladesh; Mr. Shamim Arfin,
Executive Director, AOSED; Dr. AKM Saiful Islam, Professor, BUET;
Mr. Sohanur Rahman, Executive Coordinator, YouthNet for Climate
Justice; Dr. Fazle Rabbi Siddique Ahmed, Deputy Managing Direc-
tor, PKSF; Professor Kamruzzaman Ahmed Majumder, Director,
CAPS, Stamford University; Mr. Mohan Kumar Mondal, Executive
Director, LEDARS, Syed Sabbir Hasan, Advocacy and Documenta-
tion Officer, CDD; and Mr. Mrinal Kanti Tripura, Director, Malaya
Foundation and Observer, UNFCCC-COP.

Prof. Dr. Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus and Advisor, C3ER, BRAC
University facilitated the open discussion and emphasized the need
to be proactive in safeguarding our participation and interests in
the upcoming COP28 global negotiations. Chair of the event Dr. Kazi
Khalikuzzaman Ahmed, Economist and Climate Change Expert and
Chairman, Dhaka School of Economics summarized the important
issues discussed in the meeting. At the end, Ms. Roufa Khanum,
Assistant Director, C3ER, BRAC University concluded the discus-
sion by expressing a vote of thanks.
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Opening Session- Setting the Stage

Mr. Mukit Majumdar Babu, Chairman of the
Prokriti O Jibon Foundation, delivered a
welcome speech at the event titled "The
Road to Dubai: Expert Consultation on
Thematic Programs of COP28." He began by
expressing gratitude and paying respect to
the late Professor Saleemul Hug. Mr. Babu
acknowledged the presence of participants
who contribute to various aspects of nature,
environment, and related issues.

Opening Remarks: Mr. Mukit Majumdar
Babu, Chairman, POJF, delivering his
opening remarks.

He highlighted the significance of the

gathering, emphasizing the collaborative efforts in preparation for the
upcoming COP28 conference. Mr. Babu noted the presence of key figures,
including the Honorable Minister (MoEFCC) Mr. Md. Shahab Uddin, Dr. Kazi
Khalikuzzaman Ahmed, and others who have played important roles in COP
activities over the years. He encouraged participants to focus on presenting
important issues and proposing effective solutions for the betterment of the
country. As the event aimed to discuss thematic programs for COP28, Mr. Babu
underscored the importance of addressing intense issues from different
organizations and themes, anticipating successful outcomes at COP28. He
described the "The Road to Dubai" event as a platform for experts,
policymakers, and stakeholders to gather, share insights, and engage in
meaningful discussions to define their participation in COP28.

Mr. Babu acknowledged the complexity of the challenges associated with
climate change and expressed confidence that collective efforts could
overcome them. He portrayed "The Road to Dubai" not only as a physical
journey but also a collective effort to pave the way for sustainable resilience.
The Chairman extended sincere gratitude to all the speakers, panellists, and
attendees, recognizing their invaluable expertise and contributions that would
have a lasting impact on the success of COP28. Mr. Babu warmly welcomed all
participants, expressing hope for a successful discussion and collective efforts
to pave the way for a sustainable and resilient world.
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Dr. S.M. Munjurul Hannan Khan, Executive
Director, NACOM initiated the session by
acknowledging the presence of notable
figures, including Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman,
Honorable Minister (MoEFCC) Mr. Md. Shahab
Uddin, and Mr. Stephen Liller. The central
focus of the discussion revolved around COP
28, scheduled for November 29 to December
12 in Dubai, UAE. Dr. Khan highlighted various
thematic areas, covering finance and trade, Aeynote Presentation: Dr.5M
Munjurul Hannan Khan, Executive
energy and industry, waterresources, food and  pirector, NACOM, delivering his
agriculture, resilience and adaptation, nature #enotepresentation.
and land use, gender equity, health, education, youth and children,
accountability, multilevel actions, urbanization, disability, locally led
adaptation and indigenous people.

Expressing concern on reducing greenhouse gases (GHGs) and the
commitment to limit global temperatures to 1.5° C. Dr. Khan emphasized the
necessity of deliberating on emission levels from both developed and
developing countries. Addressing the extraction and utilization of fossil fuels,
Dr. Khan advocated for a phased-out approach, including steps involved and
the elimination of subsidies on fossil fuels. Country-specific, time-bound
targets for renewable energy generation and universal energy access were
deemed fundamental, and Dr. Khan emphasized the need for a comprehensive
framework to achieve global adaptation goals.

Operationalization of the loss and damage fund was highlighted, with ongoing
discussions aiming to secure support from developed countries. Dr. Khan
emphasized the urgency of establishing and activating the loss and damage
fund, aiming to mobilize $100 billion annually from developed to developing
countries to the Green Climate Fund as promised under the Paris Agreement.
Transitioning to the thematic area of finance and trade, Dr. Khan stressed the
significance of mobilizing $100 billion, essential for achieving global
adaptation goals. The financial aspect of climate action, particularly in
adaptation and resilience, was emphasized as integral to shaping responses to
climate change.
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Proposing a substantial 20% phase-out of fossil fuel usage and associated
subsidies by G20 countries, Dr. Khan urged a concrete plan to address financial
gaps in transitioning to renewable energy. An induced mechanism to establish
and activate funds for loss and damage was proposed, with a commitment to
avoid deferring discussions from COP 28 to COP 29. Doubling adaptation
finance for the Green Climate Fund and preparing NDCs and NAPs for climate
neutrality by 2050 were highlighted as crucial steps.

Shifting to energy and industry, Dr. Khan emphasized the need to industrialize
renewable energy and phase out emissions from the industry. Implementing
climate action plans was emphasized, focusing on mobilizing finance for
climate action and finalizing rules for implementing the Paris Agreement.
Water resources were identified as a critical thematic area, with a call for an
integrated approach and enhanced data and information for global water
security. Action and support for conserving land, freshwater, and oceans were
proposed.

Resilience and adaptation efforts by Bangladesh, particularly in the coastal
belt, were acknowledged. Dr. Khan stressed the critical role of finance in
climate adaptation discussions, emphasizing the need for a well-established
framework. Capacity building for resilience, health sector engagement, and
promoting equitable resilience were emphasized. The proposal for two new
international mechanisms was presented to address loss and damage,
requiring political determination and commitment. In the nature and land use
thematic area, equitable access to nature and land, protection of forests, and
restoration of degraded lands were highlighted as critical.

Dr. Khan advocated for gender equality, emphasizing meaningful
representation of women in decision-making processes. Gender
mainstreaming, special funds, and allocation for gender inclusion and
development, and capacity-building programs for women were proposed.
Health was identified as a less-discussed issue in climate change. The
integration of the health sector, addressing health impacts, the link between
health and low-carbon scenarios, and a phased-out plan for fossil fuels were
emphasized. Education and capacity building were deemed crucial,
emphasizing partnerships for climate education and youth capacity-building
opportunities. Moreover, he stressed the importance of youth and children's
involvement in policymaking activities and advocated for their representation
from diverse backgrounds.
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A dialogue for proposals in fully integrated global climate policymaking was
proposed, focusing on building youth skills, capacity, knowledge and
enhancing networking for effective participation in implementing the Paris
Agreement. Encouraging accountability, emphasis was given to the developed
countries transparently to meet their global commitments on climate finance.
Multi-level actions involving developing and least developed countries were
stressed. Urbanization and built development were addressed, urging a
transition to sustainable resilient urbanization. Investment in clean energy,
energy-efficient buildings, and sustainable transportation, aligning with
national policies to reduce GHG emissions, was advocated. Locally led
adaptation was discussed, emphasizing its sustainability, effectiveness, and
need for finance. The importance of integrated adaptation and capacity building
atthe local level was highlighted. Dr. Khan noted the evolving nature of climate
change knowledge, emphasizingincorporating this knowledge into adaptation.
The inclusion of persons with disabilities and indigenous people in climate
change discussions was stressed, and gratitude was expressed to conclude the
discussion.



Mr. Stefan Liller, the UNDP Resident
Representative, delivered a speech
expressing gratitude to the guests and
participants in the session related to
climate change, just weeks before COP28.
He conveyed enthusiasm about the critical
session, emphasizing the importance of
reviewing progress against the ambitious
goals setin the 2015 Paris Agreement.

COP28's agenda was outlined, including  g,each of speciat Guest: mr. Stefan
establishing a global goal on adaptation, Liler, Resident Representative,
UNDP Bangladesh, delivering his
details about the loss and damage finance  speech.
facility, defining the global finance goal, addressing emission gaps, and
strategizing for a clean energy transition. Mr. Liller highlighted UNDP's
global-specific work, particularly in Bangladesh, where they collaborate
with the government to address climate challenges and reach over 6 million
climate-vulnerable individuals. Key areas for the success of Bangladesh in
achieving Paris Agreement objectives were mentioned, with a focus on
operationalizing the loss and damage fund. Mr. Liller commended the
monumental achievement of establishing the fund at COP27 and
emphasized the need to find effective solutions for its operationalization in
COP28. He expressed UNDP's readiness to offer technical support.

Challenges in adaptation, particularly in marginalized communities, were
acknowledged, and UNDP's commitment to supporting Bangladesh in
ensuring locally led adaptation was underscored. Leveraging climate
finance for Bangladesh's graduation from the least developed country
category was highlighted, with COP28 as an opportunity to lay the
groundwork for new policies. The speech emphasized the importance of
private sector engagement with a multistakeholder approach to accelerate
climate action. Collaboration with the private sectoris expected to generate
a supportive financial ecosystem and resource mobilization. UNDP's
commitment to intensifying partnerships with the private sector in
Bangladesh for shared benefits and sustainable practices, including job
opportunities and community capacity building, was noted.
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The speech concluded with a focus on the significant role of young people
in shaping the future, despite limited political participation. The threat to
Bangladesh's energy sector due to global fossil fuel price volatility was
highlighted, and collaborative efforts with neighbouring countries like India
and Nepal were briefly mentioned.



Mr. Md. Shahab Uddin M.P., the Honorable
Minister of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest, and Climate Change, expressed
gratitude to the guests and participants in
a session dedicated to addressing the
adverse impacts of climate change. He
began by paying homage to the Father of
the Nation, Sheikh Mujibar Rahman, and
offering condolences to Professor &

Speech of Chief Guest: Mr. Md.

Saleemul Hug, an esteemed international  g,.n.p yadin M.p, the Honorable

climate researcher. Minister, MoEFCC, Bangladesh,
delivering his speech.

The minister conveyed a sense of honor in combating climate change's
adverse effects, citing the commitment and hard work of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEFCC). He highlighted the
ongoing efforts of MoEFCC in compiling a comprehensive list of social and
economic damages resulting from climate-induced hazards. Emphasising
Bangladesh's vulnerability to climate change, the minister referenced the
country's ranking as the seventh most extreme disaster risk-prone nation
globally, according to the Global Climate Risk Index 2021. Despite the
challenges, he expressed optimism that the discussions in the session
would prove fruitful in the ongoing fight against the impacts of climate
change.

He stressed the importance of international climate finance for
implementing the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC) in a climate-vulnerable country like
Bangladesh. He called for the operationalization of the loss and damage
fund in international conferences like COP28, especially for the least
developed and developing countries. The minister advocated for collective
efforts to ensure that countries responsible for implementing NDCs take
necessary steps to reduce the global temperature by 1.5 °Cs Celsius by
2030. He underscored the need for developed countries, responsible for
emissions, to contribute $100 billion annually to developing countries by
2025, doubling the adaptation fund.
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The upcoming COP28 was highlighted as an essential platform where
climate change researchers would delve into subjects such as climate
change adaptation, climate finance, food security, agriculture, water,
natural resources, industrialization, health, and education, as well as
capacity building for women, youth, and indigenous communities. Mr.
Uddin expressed optimism that Bangladesh's participation in COP28 would
be fruitful, emphasizing the main objective of discussing public-private
partnerships to address the challenges of climate change on an
international platform. In conclusion, he extended gratitude to the
organizers for facilitating the session.



Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmed, Economist
and Climate Change Expert, and Chairman
of Dhaka School of Economics, chaired the
session. In his speech, he extended thanks
to the guests and offered condolences to
Professor Saleemul Haque. He
congratulated the participants attending
COP28 and highlighted the collaborative
efforts of organizations and governments
working toward the COP28 agendas.

Speech of Chair: Dr. Qazi
) . . Kholiguzzaman Ahmed, Economist
Dr. Ahmed emphasized that discussions on  and Climate Change Expert, and

the impact of climate change have been ?f;ﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬁiﬁem
ongoing for 28 years, starting with the primary focus on climate change
mitigation. However, since 2007, the discussions have expanded to include
climate change adaptation, finance, capacity building, and more. Despite
these discussions at various levels, from local to international, Dr. Ahmed
expressed dissatisfaction with the progress, stating that the situation is
deteriorating daily. He referred to the urgent nature of the climate crisis,
describing it as an "Era of boiling earth". Noting that the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has stated that a 43% reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 is necessary to control the impact of
climate change, Dr. Ahmed underscored the importance of implementing
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation
Plans (NAPs).

Dr. Ahmed emphasized the need for social and economic development and
stressed the importance of renewable energy without compromising food
security. He urged the adaptation of renewable energy strategies tailored
to the context and reality of each country. Additionally, he highlighted the
necessity of fulfilling climate finance commitments and ensuring easy
access to these funds. Lastly, Dr. Ahmed wished all the participants success
in fulfilling their roles at COP28.
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Technical Session

Dr. S.M. Munjurul Hannan Khan
Executive Director, NACOM

Ms. Sharmin Nahar Nipa
Coordinator, C3ER, BRAC University

Mr. M Zakir Hossain Khan
Managing Director & Chief Executive
Change Initiative Limited

Mr. Zakir Hossain Khan, Chief Executive of
Change Initiative, expressed frustration with
the current state of climate finance and the
Climate Fund. He noted that efforts to
access the promised $100 billion fund from
2020 have not been successful, and the per
capita climate fund allocation for Least
Developed Countries (LDCs) is inadequate,
ranging from $30 to $40 on average. In South

Asia, the allocation is even lower, ranging Theme- Finance and Trade:

. Mr. Zakir Hossain Khan, Chief
from $5 to $10 per Caplta' Mr. Khan arQUEd Executive, Change Initiative giving
that this allocation is unjustified and #isspeechabout Finance and

insufficient, especially considering the urgency of the climate crisis.

He emphasized the need to set a target for climate finance, stating that
negotiations are not enough_it's a time for survival. Mr. Khan proposed that
the European Union (EU) should allocate 10% of fossil fuel subsidies,
amounting to $140 billion, to fulfill the climate finance needs. He sees this
as a fundamental benchmark for COP28. Failing this, Mr. Khan warned that
LDC countries may resort to carbon taxing from 2025. Mr. Khan highlighted
a major flaw in the Paris Agreement: while state parties agreed to
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commitments, big multinational companies responsible for emitting
greenhouse gases (GHGs) are not considered liable. He urged for this issue
to be raised and addressed in COP28.

Regarding adaptation finance, Mr. Khan called for proactive measures,
suggesting that LDC countries should donate the GDP loss of developing
countries annually to support vulnerable nations. This approach addresses
the financial burden of adaptation for countries most impacted by climate
change.

Dr. M Asaduzzaman
Former Research Director and Professional Fellow
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS)

Dr. Md Asaduzzaman, Former Research
Director of BIDS, addressed the agriculture,
food security, and water theme for COP 28.
He mentioned the four-year effort to
address agriculture and food-related issues
known as the Sharm Al Shaikh Joint Work on
implementing climate action on agriculture
and food security. The upcoming Dubai COP
28, scheduled for December 10, will

emphasize these issues, covering 20 sub-  7heme- Food and Agriculture:
Dr. Md Asaduzzaman, Former
Research Director, BIDS giving his
submissions, Bangladesh has aligned itself speech regarding Food and

with the Least Developed Countries (LDC) R
submission, calling for a holistic approach. This approach emphasizes

issues. Despite not making explicit

actions such as development harmonization, an appropriate framework,
methodology, and guidance to assess and track adaptation progress. It also
calls for technology transfer, traditional and indigenous technology use,
cross-sectoral policy coordination, and climate-smart agriculture.

Page 19 of 67



Dr. Asaduzzaman highlighted the need for a dedicated financial mechanism
to fund agriculture and food security, focusing on research and
development (R&D). He stressed the importance of conducting technology
needs assessments, integrating indigenous and scientific knowledge, and
identifying national research priorities. However, he noted that certain
critical issues, such as Nature-Based Solutions (NbS) in agriculture,
fisheries, aquaculture, blue economy, agroecology, -climate-smart
agriculture, and integrated approaches, were not adequately addressed. He
emphasized the importance of focusing on small-scale farmers,
particularly their vulnerability and implications for production and
adaptation. He highlighted the need for research and development
initiatives to support adaptive agriculture, acknowledging the impact of
climate change on labor, productivity, and income.

Regarding water issues in agriculture, Dr. Asaduzzaman mentioned
methane emission reduction as a significant concern. He suggested using
science to lower emissions, especially inrice cultivation. However, he noted
that the issue of water pricing and consumption remains a challenge,
particularly when water is sold and bought at a fixed price per area. He
proposed exploring alternative pricing mechanisms, such as volume-based
or ecosystem-based payment services. Dr. Asaduzzaman raised the issue
of water sharing, particularly in the context of Bangladesh purchasing water
from neighboring countries. He stressed the importance of addressing
water-sharing concerns, especially considering ocean warming,
acidification, and theirimpact on aquatic species in Bangladesh.

In his humble submission, Dr. Asaduzzaman called for a clear identification
of the scientific processes of vulnerability in staple and non-staple foods
under various scenarios. He emphasized the need to clarify mitigation and
adaptation measures, monitor temperature progression, sea water
temperature rise, ocean acidification, and suggest adaptive measures
under different scenarios. Finally, he called for economically beneficial
ways to lower water use, reduce nitrous oxide emissions, and ensure fair
water sharing between upper and riparian countries.
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Dr. Haseeb Irfanullah
Visiting Research Fellow
Center for Sustainable Development (CSD), ULAB

Dr Haseeb Irfanullah, Visiting Research
fellow, CSD, ULAB talked about nature,
landuse and ocean. He mentioned that on
December 9, 2023, at COP 28 a negotiation
will be held on the integration of climate and
biodiversity framework. At the Montreal
Biodiversity Conference, a framework was
adopted for the global biodiversity
framework. National Biodiversity Strategy
and Action Plan Document of Bangladesh

_ Theme- Nature and Landuse:
was last updated for 2016-2021, but the ;.0 och irianuiian, visiting
updated NAP preserves goal number 4, Researchfellow, CSD, ULAB

) . L R delivering his speech about Nature

which integrates biodiversity. Moreover, he 54 1anduse.
appreciated Mujib Climate Prosperity Plan, which mentioned NbS solutions.
He requested the participating negotiators on behalf of Bangladesh at the
COP 28 event to contextualize the framework adopted at Kunmin Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework so that climate change is integrated
sufficiently.

Another event at COP28 will be on Ecosystem and Food system resilience
and transformation theme. He mentioned often food system is not
considered from the perspective of ecology. In agrifood systems or
resilience, integration of NbS is needed. He further requested to advocate
issues on conservation agriculture, agroforestry, ecosystem-based
aquaculture, and sustainability from the context of Bangladesh.
Biodiversity loss is a non-economic loss and damage and its mostly
unaddressed. Traditional practice loss, indigenous e loss, is not discussed.
Thus, non-economic loss needs to be prioritized as well. Dr Irfanullah was
working with FAQ on Global Environment Facility (GEF) and mentioned that
it funded loss and damage, there's also some adaptation funds such as the
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Green Climate Fund, the World Bank fund etc. He drew the concern to the
Bangladesh Conservation Act 2017, where a Biodiversity fund has been
promised but notimplemented in the last seven years.

Mr. M. Hafijul Islam khan
Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh & Director,
Climate Justice-Bangladesh (CCJ-B)

Advocate Md Hafijul Islam Khan, Executive Director, Centre for Climate
Justice Bangladesh talked about Loss and Damage and wanted to highlight
global governance structure. He mentioned
about WashU institutional mechanism of
2013, where he was an executive memberin
2014. It has a broader mechanism; the
executive member is it's the policy arm.
Secondly, atechnicalarm, ‘Santiago Network
for Loss and Damage was established in COP
25 with interest to catalyze technical
assistance. Later, its structure and

institutional function was prepared in

Glasgow. In COP 28, the operational Theme-LossandDamage:
Advocate Md Hafijul Islam Khan,

activities will be prepared, and the Executive Director, ccJ-8,

. . . delivering his speech about Loss
secretariat of this network will be selected. _ -." ° "~
The third issue is funding and financing. In COP 27, a fund was established
with a transitional committee which conducted five meetings throughout

the year and adopted a 17-page document.

Interestingly, EU ensured their substantial presence on the issue in COP 28.
The fund was established last COP, it will be operationalizing this COP with
an advisory board with legal personality. The advisory board will establish
its autonomy under COP 28. A secretariat will be hosted, and the fund will
be operationalized as Financially Integrated Fund (FIF) by the world Bank.
The challenge is how the World bank will integrate it with its own rules and
regulations with the board's rules and regulations if conflicts what will the
hierarchy be. The World Bank meets 11 conditions, if they fulfil these
conditions, an independent evaluation panel will be formed after four years
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and present itin COP CMAT. If the World Bank does not fulfil the conditions
the fund will be operated as a standalone fund like GCF for loss and damage
fund. A campaign has been run to support the fund to be renamed as 'Huq
fund'.

Ms. Farah Kabir
Country Director
ActionAid Bangladesh

Ms. Farah Kabir, Country Director of

ActionAid Bangladesh, laid her speech on 5 UNEE, Bt st B
‘Gender Equity’. She emphasized that = o g e
climate justice cannot be ensured without
ensuring gender justice. Justice and
equality are the cornerstones of society,
planet and country. A sustainable solution
must ensure equity. She focused on the fact

(VLT

Oiganiged i

that gender mainstreamingis a criticalissue

receiving attention at every COP. Despite Theme- Gender Equity:

. . o . ] ) Ms. Farah Kabir, Country Director of
livingin societies and communities with high  Actionsid Bangladesh, delivering

q 9 q q her speech about Gender Equity.
per capita incomes, equity is not always
preserved, and both women and youth are often marginalized. As a result,
it is essential to prioritize gender mainstreaming in all COP discussions to

ensure that women and youth receive the treatment they deserve.

Gender mainstreaming is intended to ensure more than just increased
representation; it should guarantee meaningful participation for women.
Unfortunately, women are often not given decision-making roles or
allowed to work in the forefront, despite doing much of the behind-the-
scenes research. This gender inequity has been a significant issue at COP,
with former President of Ireland Mary Robinson being among the speakers
who have raised the issue.

Ms Kabir referenced previous COP events where gender equity was
addressed as a key issue.In COP 2001 in Marrakech, the first time a decision
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was adopted onimproving the participation of women in the representation
of UNFCCC process. After that, COP 18 in Doha decision was adopted to
promote gender balance. Ms Kabir participated in that negotiation on behalf
of Bangladesh and appreciated that participating developed countries like
Mexico, Latin America were in a dilemma since they had 95% of women
representation instead of 50%. In COP Lima, there was a two-year Lima
workplan program on gender-focused, ways to promote gender balance,
gender-responsive policies and ensuring environment mandates across all
areas of UNFCCC as commitments.

The Paris Agreement ensured respect and promotion of gender equality and
empowerment of women when tackling climate change. In COP 23 at Bon,
three year-based gender action plan was adopted. In COP 19 at Madrid, a
five-year enhanced program on gender and gender action plan was
adopted. In COP 2022 at Sharm Al Shaikh, an intermediate review of
implementation of gender action plan was taken. She highlighted that
gender action plan commitments come regularly in such negotiations, but
the achievements are never ensured. To achieve the goal, political and
government's commitment is necessary. In 2023 COP 28, representation of
women, young people and persons with disabilities is needed in process,
negotiation, delegation, and affirmative measures.

Additionally, UNFCCC needs to ensure improvement in coordination and
action lead by parties. In climate change initiatives, meaningful equity
needs to be secured. Strengthening the role of gender focal points,
Bangladesh needs to offer mere insights for achieving gender related
climate change target, gender action plans ensured with political
commitment and finance. Equity needs to be ensured during the green
transition from fossil fuel usage. It needs to be prioritized that woman
traditionally protected the environment and acknowledging women
leadership, participation in negotiation and gender responsive JUST
transition will be demanded in COP 28.
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Dr. Md Igbal Kabir

Professor

Climate Change and Health Promotion Unit
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Dr Md Igbal Kabir, Professor, CCHPU,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
shared about health theme. In 1998 an
intensive flood occurred in Bangladesh and
El Nino La Nina was a reason behind this
event. In 2008, WHO shared that health
impacts are associated with climate change.
Since then, he started working on climate
change and health. From 2014, WHO started
the climate change and health wing. In Paris  7heme- Heatth:

Agreement, health right is human right was 2/a/qbal Kabir, Professor,

CCHPU, MoHFW, delivering his
addressed. speech about Health.

During 2018, aninternational consultant prepared a health adaptation plan,
which the DGHS did not accept in the last 5 years. Currently, a health NAP is
under preparation, which in the last COP in Spain was shared and a side
event was organized on it. Currently, public health crisis is being addressed
as climate crisis. From GEF fund, globally only 0.5% has been given to work
on health. In 2010, support from received from BCCT. A course has been
introduced in the University of Dhaka on ‘Climate Change and Health'. A
community based primary healthcare approach needs to be taken for risk
and vulnerability assessment. A conservative estimate has been prepared
from 2021 to 2030 using rainfall, humidity and temperature data and a
projection is prepared. For the next 10 years to cure diarrhoea disease, an
extra 16 million Bangladesh currency is needed, as per the findings. In the
current study, population projection, inflation rates were not incorporated
which could have given an accurate view.

Also, BBS surveyed disaster loss and damage, but infrastructure loss and
damage were not incorporated. A thumb rule was considered that for 10
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year more $10 billion is needed. Thus $38 billion burden is there to achieve
SDG goals. Health is multisectoral and associated with water, transport,
sanitation, agriculture, landuse, energy, housing etc. He is optimistic that in
COP28, as predicted 2024 will be the warmest year of El Nino La Nina,
initiative will be taken to come up with climate change and health.
Bangladesh aligns with climate change and health along with an advisory
board. In post-pandemic era, investment in green and public health
infrastructure is needed and should initially start with health infrastructure
and develop climate resilient health system. He wished for the negotiators
to collaboratively work on GCF and global fund prioritizing health as a
climate crisis.

Mr. Arif M. Faisal
Programme Specialist-Nature, Climate & Energy
UNDP Bangladesh

Mr. Arif Mohammad Foysal, Program
Specialist-Nature, Climate and Energy at
UNDP Bangladesh, delivered a speech on
energy transition, emphasizing the shift
from fossil fuel-based energy to clean
energy. In the global context, he
highlighted the goals set for COP28, aiming
to fast-track the energy transition and

reduce emissions by tripling renewable

Theme- Energy Transition:
energy (RE) and doubling energy efficiency M. Arif Mohammad Foysal, Program

q Specialist-Nature, Climate and
(EE) by 2030. If fully implemented, NDCs, 2% /U 0% " o "

LT-LEDS, and net-zero targets could delivering hisspeech on Energy
Transition.

reduce CO2 emissions significantly by 2030
and 2050.

Global investments in energy transition reached a record high in 2022, but
fossil fuel capital investments still exceeded RE investments. A substantial
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investment of $150 trillion is required by 2050 to achieve the 1.5°C target,
with current policies and investments not consistently moving in the right
direction. In the national context, Bangladesh ranks 41st in renewable
energy, with a government target to generate 40% of energy from
renewable sources by 2041. The country heavily depends on fossil fuels,
with 59% and 15% reliance on natural gas and coal, respectively. Per capita
emissions increased by 31.93% from 2012 to 2019.

Mr. Foysal discussed unconditional and conditional scenarios for emission
reduction, with energy-related reductions comprising nearly 95%.
Potential renewable energy types include solar, wind, hydro, biomass, and
regional energy trade, with a total potential energy of 50-80 GW compared
to the installed capacity of 1194.7 MW. He presented electricity generation
costs by fuel type and proposed mitigation actions based on
unconditionality and conditionality. The estimated cost of mitigation actions
over ten years is $176 billion, as outlined in the NDC. Policies, strategies,
and action plans were mentioned, along with challenges such as depleting
gas reserves, land acquisition issues, and costly fossil fuel imports.

Mr. Foysal concluded by offering recommendations, including the
immediate formulation of a pragmatic energy transition action plan, setting
a national target to reduce fossil fuel dependency, and integrating energy
transition and green development into national plans. He emphasized the
need for government support in risk guarantee, concessional finance, and
other measures to make renewable energy projects viable.

Mr. Shamim Arfeen
Executive Director
AOSED-An Organization for Socio-Economic Development

Mr. Shamim Arfeen, Executive Director of AOSED, began his speech by
defending the importance of education in addressing climate change. He
highlighted the obligation of Annex 1 nations under the Kyoto Protocol to
contribute 1% of their tax revenues to education and research in developing
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nations. However, he noted that these nations have yet to fulfil this
obligation. Mr. Arfeen emphasized that since his organization started
addressing climate education in 2003, they have provided instruction to 64
upper secondary school students in less than 20 years.

He stressed the need for evidence-based

qualification in capacity development and |
argued that teachers, the general public,
and political parties should actively
participate in climate action. Mr. Arfeen
asserted that political leaders, as influential \
figuresin society, should be considerate and | #mem s |
take action against climate change. He -
highlighted the importance of considering -|

various factors in endeavors, citing the

] ] Theme- Education Skills and
example of the impact of taking Up capacity Buitding:

agricultural land for constructing a cyclone M. Shamim Arfeen, Executive
Director of AOSED giving his

shelter. speech on Education Skills and
Capacity Building.

The speaker urged architects and engineers to be more concerned with

seemingly insignificant factors like site selection. He emphasized the
necessity of collaboration with international organizations for financing
capacity building and education. Mr. Arfeen pointed out that while the
government may acquire new equipment, organizations often struggle to
utilize it due to a shortage of qualified operators. He called for capacity
building across all sectors, focusing on ministries and educational
institutions.

Highlighting the broad scope of education, Mr. Arfeen noted that it includes
capacity building, applied education, climate education, technological
know-how, and other areas. He suggested that building capacity has
become a central focus in climate finance, economics, and geopolitics. The
speaker concluded by emphasizing the importance of involving various
stakeholders in capacity building to address the multifaceted challenges
posed by climate change.
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Dr. A.K.M. Saiful Islam

Professor

Institute of Water and Flood Management (IWFM),
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET)

Dr A KM Saiful Islam, Professor, IWFM, BUET mentioned that Bangladesh
ranks 7th in the climate risk index in terms of disaster and climate change
and thus every year adaptation has been focused. He acknowledged that
mainly the developed countries emit GHGs and the consequence sufferers
are the least developed ones. He mentioned that the Paris Agreement
emphasized that global warming must be kept under 2 °C and that effort
should be given to keep under 1.5 °C. He contributed to IPCC working group
1 and said all emission scenarios will cross 1.5 °C by 2040. On the other
hand, a recently published article found that by 2029 1.5°C will be crossed.
Since there's atmospheric cleaning through aerosol reduction, a cooling
effect has started. As per the current graph, it's at 1.1°C now. Countries like
Bangladesh will become more vulnerable if the temperature increases
1.5°C after seven years. Thus, he mentioned there's very little time left to
experience the adverse consequences.

According to the lowest level emission SSP
1.9, even if GHGs emission is entirely
controlled, it will cross 1.5°C and start its
cooling effect afterwards. If the
temperature reaches 1.5°C, coral leaching
will occur intensively and if it reaches 2°C,
sea level will rise, and extreme cyclonic
events will increase since global warming

intensifies cloud forming. A 2°C
temperature increase will lead to a 14%

Theme- Water Resources:
increase in rainfall and per the hydrologic 0rAKMSaitul Istam, Professor,
IWFM, BUET giving his speech on
Water Resources.

model study, Bangladesh will face 11%
increase of rainfall even if there's a 1°C temperature increase. In the GMB
basin rainfall will increase 36% and flood events will occur frequently. He
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recalled Sylhet flood last year and the recent Chittagong flood as adverse
events and mentioned there is lack in drainage capacity.

Dr. Saiful Islam requested to implement the initiatives of the National
Adaptation Plan immediately after coming from COP. Also, the Delta Plan,
Mujib Climate Prosperity Plan should go through a synthesis and identify
priorities as longer, medium term and short term. Since coastal areas face
drinking water scarcity, water conservation needs to be prioritized. WASH
programs need to be implemented since it's a part of SDG goal which will be
achieved by 2030. The urban towns suffer from pollution, air pollution,
having no open space, absence of wetland conservation, climate change-
induced problems etc. Ensuring a financial mechanism, implementing
adaptation option sooner, water resource management, proper and
efficient water management plan should be targets of Bangladesh.

Sohanur Rahman
Executive Coordinator
YouthNet for Climate Justice

Sohanur Rahman, Executive Coordinator of
YouthNet for Climate Justice, began his
speech by underscoring the significance of
youth voices in climate discussions. He
emphasized that issues related to the
rights and concerns of children and youth
are non-negotiable. Rohman provided
insights into the historical participation of
youth representatives in previous COPs,
noting the limited presence in Madrid,

X . X . Theme- Youth and Children:
increased discussions in Glasgow, and  wmr. Sopranur Rahman, Executive
anticipated initiatives for implementation £eor@nator of YouthNet for

Climate Justice giving his speech
in Dubai. on Youth and Children.
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Highlighting the proactive role of Bangladeshi youth in climate action,
particularly in the aftermath of floods in Sylhet, Rohman expressed
disappointment that youth are often perceived merely as volunteers and
lack the respect they deserve. He pointed out the neglect of youth
leadership, citing the discrepancy between the National Climate Budget
involving 25 ministries and the Ministry of Youth and Sports, which operates
separately. Mr. Rahman raised concerns about the limited investments for
young people and children globally, despite the increasing participation of
youth in comparison to declining civil society involvement. While
acknowledging UNDP's appointment of youth negotiators, he questioned
the accessibility of opportunities for young people to participate in COP,
emphasizing the uncertainty surrounding meaningful Bangladeshi youth
involvement in COP28.

A crucial question posed by Mr. Rahman was how representation and
engagement for youth could be guaranteed, considering the challenges
faced in obtaining batches for COP. He also addressed the less favorable
situation for children's involvement, as they require additional funding due
to the need for guardians to accompany them. Despite being the least
responsible for climate change, the younger generation is expected to bear
its brunt, and Rohman stressed the importance of providing resources and
opportunities for them to contribute meaningfully to climate change
adaptation and mitigation efforts.

Dr. Fazle Rabbi Sadeque Ahmed
Deputy Managing Director,
Palli-Karma Sahayak Foundation (PKSF)

Dr. Fazle Rabbi Sadeque Ahmed, DMD, PKSF, introduced the term
"Accountability” in the context of climate change diplomacy, focusing on
both national and international perspectives. He highlighted that although
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item 4.9 of the UNDP framework agreement
provides explicit accountability guidelines,
their implementation is crucial. According to
legal recognition in the Kyoto Protocol, first-
world nations are obligated to mitigate and
compensate for their climate change-related
obligations. However, recent research
indicates that countries like Canada have
increased carbon emissions by 36% since
1990, and Japan and the USA have not taken
responsibility or offered compensation.

Theme- Accountability:

Dr. Fazle Rabbi Sadeque Ahmed,
Dr.Sadeque Ahmed acknowledged that while 535;,52@;,5[7"9/7'55’7665/7D"
the Paris Agreement is less legally enforceable, accountability still needs
improvement, and it includes a compliance mechanism. He emphasized
that Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) submissions result in
legal obligations, and decisions are made at the national level specific to
each country. He questioned the necessity of a roadmap for NDC
implementation, suggesting reconsidering the topic. While expressing
debatable views, he emphasized the necessity of the Measurement,
Reporting, and Verification (MRV) mechanism. The speaker noted that rich
nations can avoid their responsibilities in international politics without
pressure, whereas developing nations must adhere to agreed NDCs,
aligning them with their economic and contextual frameworks. Dr. Sadeque
Ahmed advocated for the collaboration of underdeveloped countries, like
Bangladesh, with others that share their interests as a group when
discussing the rights of developing countries. He questioned the rush for
Bangladesh to achieve Net Zero by 2050 when China and India have targets
for 2060 or 2070. Dr. Sadeque Ahmed suggested that emissions may
sometimes be necessary for development in certain sectors, and
Bangladesh should prioritize its development. He criticized the term
"investment" in climate finance discussions, emphasizing its incorrectness,
asit often implies profit-making, which is not always relevant in the context
of adaptation.

Insummary, Dr. Sadeque Ahmed highlighted the importance of considering
various factors, including accountability, MRV mechanisms, and aligning
NDCs with national contexts, in the pursuit of effective climate change
diplomacy.
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Prof. Kamruzzaman Ahmed Majumder
Founder and Director,

Center for Atmospheric Pollution Studies (CAPS).
Stamford University

Professor Kamruzzaman Ahmed Majumder,
Director of CAPS at Stamford University,
initially focused on the interconnected
issues of carbon emissions and air pollution.
He highlighted the linkage between climate
change and air pollution, emphasizing that
they are interdependent. Notably, he
mentioned a global initiative where 94
organizations wrote to the COP organizing
committee, urging the prioritization of air

Theme- Urbanization and Built

pollution as a major issue. However, he g, . ¢

expressed disappointment as air pollution Professor Kamruzzaman Ahmed
i Majumder, Director of CAPS giving

was included as a sub-theme rather than the  sisspeech on Urbanization and

main theme at the COP. Built Environment.

Identifying fossil fuel use as the primary cause of pollution and emissions,
Professor Majumder argued that when wealthier nations display greater
responsibility and awareness, developing nations bear a lesser burden of
pollution and emissions. He underscored the importance of prioritizing air
pollution in the context of climate change. Given that the transportation
industry is a significant consumer of fossil fuels, he advocated for increased
efforts to transition to renewable energy sources.

Highlighting Dhaka as the world's most heavily affected city by air pollution,
Professor Majumder noted that pollution has reduced the average lifespan
of inhabitantsin the country by eight years. He emphasized that air pollution
is not only a health concern but also leads to loss and destruction. In
discussing climate change, he urged everyone to prioritize mitigating air
pollution, considering it as vital for national development.
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Mr. Mohon Kumar Mondal

Executive Director

Local Environment Development and Agricultural Research Society
(LEDARS)

Mr. Mohon Kumar Mondal, Executive |'
Director of LEDARS, presented on Locally /
Led Adaptation (LLA) and its challenges ||'
and opportunities at the Expert
Consultation on Thematic Programs of ]
COP28. He began by expressing gratitude ": |

and highlighting his connection to = '\, & |
Shaymnagar, Sathkhira District, adjacent I-l -
to the Sundarbans. Mr. Mondal Theme--Lacall}lLedAdaptatin;n:

emphasized the importance of locally led  Mr. Mohon Kumar Mondal,
. f h 1 f Sh Executive Director of LEDARS
adaptation for the people of Shaymnagar T

and beyond. Adaptation.

As described by Mr. Mondal, Locally led Adaptation involves consulting and
involving local communities, community-based organizations (CBOs),
business communities, citizen groups, local governments, and private
sector entities in decision-making and implementing climate adaptation
interventions. The goal is to ensure that local actors on the frontlines of
climate change have equitable access to power and resources to build
resilience. LLA is seen as a holistic approach, considering the perspectives
of the entire society in the decision-making process. Mr. Mondal provided
an overview of LLA, mentioning that the term was first proposed during the
United Nations Climate Action Summit in 2019 but had been embedded in
community adaptation techniques for almost 20 years. The concept evolved
from "Community-Based Adaptation" (CBA), formulated in 2005, leading to
the emphasis on LLA in the "LDC 2050 Vision" of the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) group. He outlined the eight principles of Locally Led
Adaptation, covering aspects like decision-making, understanding climate
risk, addressing inequalities, flexibility, transparency, and collaboration.
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He stressed the importance of organizing regional dialogues on LLA for
knowledge sharing and recommending solutions to challenges. Mr. Mondal
advocated for awareness-raising programs and integrating LLA into global
processes. In the context of Bangladesh, he discussed the opportunities of
LLA, emphasizing its resourcefulness for uplifting and capacitating
vulnerable communities and embedding LLA in existing policies. However,
he also pointed out challenges in the Bangladesh context, including gaps in
providing finance to local actors, ignoring essential local knowledge,
limited human resources, and the need for capacity building, alternative
livelihood opportunities, and transparent financing.

Mr. Mondal concluded his speech by suggesting solutions to the
challenges, such as strengthening the coalition for locally led adaptations
and ensuring the delivery of finance, with a target of allocating 25% of
climate finance to LLA.

Mr. Syed Sabbir Hasan

Advocacy & Documentation Officer

Strengthening Resilience in South & South-East Asia by Integrating Risk
Management, Social Inclusion & Socio-Economic Development

Centre for Disability in Development (CDD)

Syed Sabbir Hasan, Advocacy and Documentation Officer, Centre for
Disability in Development gave his valuable speech on disability at the
Expert Consultation on Thematic Programs of COP28. Mr. Hasan's
statement sheds light on a crucial aspect f
often overlooked in discussions about
disability_the impact of climate-induced
natural disasters. He highlighted the
unfortunate reality that these disasters can

lead to injuries, disabilities, and long-term
challenges for affected individuals. The
statistic he mentioned, citing data from the

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) in L“rf*'g';e‘d“‘;:b“gi‘ﬁ“ﬁasan, Py E
2022, indicates that from 2015 to 2022, OVEr Jesernan Loty cd bieanity T -
172,000 people were injured due to climate-induced natural disasters in

Bangladesh. From this, at least 10,000 individuals became disabled due to

these events.
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in 2022, indicates that from 2015 to 2022, over 172,000 people were injured
due to climate-induced natural disasters in Bangladesh. From this, at least
10,000 individuals became disabled due to these events.

Mr. Hasan highlighted that disabilities should not be treated as isolated
issues but rather as an inherent aspect of the broader community, he
underscores the need forinclusive approaches in development projects and
initiatives. He mentioned that CDD works on projects trying to learn
different livelihood capacity and adaptation measures for persons with
disabilities. Addressing livelihood opportunities for persons with
disabilities and implementing adaptation measures can contribute
significantly to theirempowerment and resilience in the face of challenges,
particularly in the context of climate-induced disasters. He finished his
speech by thanking all audiences in the program.

Mrinal Kanti Tripura
Director
Maleya Foundation & Observer, UNFCCC-COP

Mr. Mrinal Kanti Tripura, Director, Maleya
Foundation & Observer, UNFCCC-COP
started his speech by showing gratitude to
the audience and presenting his
Indigenous community speech. He
mentioned that he participated in this
year's Asian Indigenous Community
Conference on Biodiversity and Climate

Change, and he stated some of the key
issues of the conference. He mentioned  rpeme- mdigenous Community:
that participation of an Indigenous M- Mrinal Kanti Tripurs, Director,

Maleya Foundation & Observer,
Knowledge Holder student from Dhaka unrcce-copdetivering his speech
University at this year's COP demonstrates 27/#genous Communtty.
a positive step toward promoting inclusivity and recognizing the

significance of indigenous perspectives in global climate discussions. This
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inclusion allows for diverse voices and knowledge systems to contribute to
the dialogue on climate action, enriching the conversations with valuable
insights and experiences from indigenous communities.

Mr. Tripura described the challenges indigenous communities face due to
climate change as multifaceted and severe. Deforestation, land
degradation, water scarcity, and disruptions in traditional weather patterns
significantly impact their livelihoods, cultures, and well-being. He further
stated that indigenous communities often possess valuable traditional
knowledge and practices that can contribute significantly to climate change
mitigation and adaptation efforts. Their understanding of local ecosystems,
biodiversity, and sustainable land management practices can offer unique
solutionsin combating environmental degradation and recognition of these
challenges on a global platform is crucial. He further stated that it is
important to involve indigenous peoples, including indigenous women,
person with disabilities, in policymaking and implementation processes
especially in National Adaptation Plan and other relevant policies.
Recognizing their rights to land, resources, and self-determination is
essentialin addressing the impacts of climate change on their communities.

Moreover, empowering indigenous voices in decision-making can lead to
more holistic and effective strategies for tackling these pressing issues. He
addressed that providing technical and financial support to indigenous
communities is crucial in effectively enabling them to combat the climate-
induced challenges they face. These communities often have deep-rooted
traditional knowledge and practices that, when combined with modern
techniques and resources, can create powerful solutions for climate
resilience he added. He also mentioned that it is important to include loss
and damage into the indigenous community related policies. Further human
rights principles and agendas must be at the heart of the loss and damage
fund mechanism he stated. He stated that defining and including non-
economic loss and damage within the framework of loss and damage funds
is vital. Moreover, incorporating dedicated facilities or work programs
within global frameworks like the biodiversity framework and climate funds
specifically tailored to indigenous communities, including indigenous
women, is essential he mentioned. Finally, He ended his speech by thanking
all audiences in the program.
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Open Discussion

The open discussion session was facilitated ‘
by Professor Dr. Ainun Nishat, Professor
Emeritus and Advisor, Centre for Climate
Change and Environmental Research ‘
(C3ER), BRAC University. Before starting
the session, Dr. Nishat emphasized the need
for practical scenarios after disasters and
climate change, suggesting that NGOs and ||
organizations should engage more actively,
conduct regular assessments, and influence

o Open Discussion:

the government based on research findings.  or. 4inun Nishat, Professor
He also recommended the need for a logical =~ £7eus andAdvisor, Centre for

Climate Change and Environmental
framework and regular monitoring of Research (C3ER), BRAC University
. . . facilitating the open discussion.
progress and highlighted the importance of gmeor
presenting issues in a strategic manner during COP 28 and influencing
policy and decision-makers. He called for government representatives to
actively engage in negotiations, present agendas, and conduct bilateral

meetings to address climate-related issues.

The input from a person with disabilities in Gaibandha during the open
discussion sheds light on the specific challenges faced by this community in
the context of climate change. The individual highlighted the experience of
untimely heavy rainfall and drought, emphasizing the adverse impacts on
theirhomes and farming lands, leading to floods.

The participants described the importance of ensuring the active
participation of persons with disabilities in decision-making processes
related to climate change adaptation, mitigation, and long-term resilience
programs. Their unique perspectives and coping mechanisms should be
recognized and integrated into local-level adaptation procedures. The
speaker emphasized the need for organizations and initiatives to consider
the opinions of persons with disabilities to effectively address their
concerns and incorporate their adaptive techniques into broader climate
resilience strategies.
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Participants in Open Discussion



Closing Session

Dr. Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmed, Economist, Climate Change Expert, and
Chairman of Dhaka School of Economics, served as the chair of the technical
session. In his closing remarks, he summarised the key points discussed
during the session and extended good wishes to the participants who will
be attending COP28. His concluding remarks likely included encouraging
words and a call for collaborative efforts in addressing the pressing issues
related to climate change. He specifically emphasizes on-

In his concluding words, Dr. Ahmed passionately advocated for profound
engagement of youth in the COP28 negotiation process. He stressed the
pivotal role of effective involvement of women in governmental policy-
making, advocating for their rights within the negotiation sphere.

Highlighting the importance of prioritizing Natural Loss and Damage
calculation in national strategies, Dr. Ahmed urged for its inclusion in the
negotiation process. Expressing concern, he voiced disappointment in the
mechanisms of the Loss and Damage Fund, foreseeing potential
inadequacy in funding.

Additionally, Dr. Ahmed emphasized the paramount significance of
addressing the impacts of climate change on national health and
integrating this aspect into the negotiation process. He underscored the
obligation for developed countries to prioritize the development of their
net-zero strategies, acknowledging the less pronounced significance of
this issue for least GHG emitter countries.

Dr. Ahmed reiterated the imperative need for effective inclusion of disability
and indigenous communities in national strategy-making and within the
negotiation process. His comprehensive remarks underscored the
importance of an all-encompassing approach to address multifaceted
climate challenges.

Overall, Dr. Ahmed's eloquent insights emphasized the necessity for
inclusive, collaborative, and forward-thinking strategies in navigating the
complexities of climate change on a global scale.
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Ms. Roufa Khanum, Assistant Director at |
C3ER, BRAC University, expresses l
heartfelt gratitude to all attendees for their
active participation in the discussion. She
announces the scheduled dates for COP | |
28, which will occur from November 30 to
December 12 in Dubai. The meeting ‘
covered crucial topics that will be |
extensively discussed at COP 28, and the
Bangladesh government has initiated the ;‘;ﬁ:ﬁg%’,ﬁum’AssEmnt
process of drafting position papers to Oirector, C3ER, BRAC University
giving her speech during vote of
represent the country at the event. The ‘sanks.
information gathered from the discussions is expected to contribute
significantly to shaping Bangladesh's perspective at COP 28. Ms. Roufa
Khanum extends her thanks to all speakers for their valuable contributions
to the discussions across various topics. She appreciated departments,

ministries, educational institutions, international organizations, and
participants from diverse backgrounds for sharing their insights. Special
recognition is given to the organizers of the event, with gratitude extended
to partner organizations such as NACOM, C3ER, BRAC University, Prokriti o
Jibon, Action Aid, Leaders, Arannayk Foundation, ICCCAD, UNDP, CDD,
Youth Net for Climate Justice, and Eco Network. The speaker acknowledges
the pivotal role played by each entity in ensuring the success of the event
and creating a platform for meaningful dialogue.
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Event Participants: Experts and practitioners from across the country gather for
the event at pan pacific Sonargaon, 15th November 2023



Appendix-1

Disability

Author:
Mr. Syed Sabbir Hasan
Advocacy & Documentation Officer, CDD

Bangladesh is among the nations in the world that face significant threats
from climate change. Moreover, the marginalized communities residing in
disaster-prone, and climate change-affected regions of the country are
particularly vulnerable. This marginalized population includes persons with
disabilities who encounter numerous barriers when it comes to
participating in various activities as well as protecting themselves in crisis
periods such as disasters. The Government of Bangladesh has already
taken steps to enact and enforce separate laws and policies aimed at
safeguarding the rights of persons with disabilities. Furthermore, there is a
strong emphasis on ensuring the involvement of persons with disabilities in
various aspects of the government's disaster management and climate
change adaptation initiatives. The Center for Disability in Development
(CDD) has been collaborating with the Government of Bangladesh since
1996 to advocate for the rights of persons with disabilities and establish an
inclusive society that promotes non-discrimination.

The upcoming COP28 will bring together world leaders to discuss a range
of important issues related to climate change, including health, water
resources, food and agriculture, gender, and minority ethnic groups.
However, it is concerning that the issue of disability has not been included
in the conference's agenda. As CDD points out, there are currently 1.63
billion people living with disabilities worldwide, which represents 16% of
the global population (https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-
sheets/detail/disability-and-health). If we are to achieve our climate
targets, itis crucial that we take into account the needs and perspectives of
people with disabilities.
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CDD expresses deep concern as it highlights the intrinsic connections

between disability and climate change in the specific context of

Bangladesh.

From 2015 to 2020, climate change-induced natural disasters in
Bangladesh caused injuries to a total of 172,426 individuals, with 9,949
of them experiencing disabilities as a result. Bangladesh Disaster-
related Statistics (BDRS) 2021: Climate Change and Natural Disaster
Perspectives

Out of these 9,949 individuals, a staggering 69% experienced disability
as a direct result of injuries caused solely by floods and cyclones. It is
important to highlight that Bangladesh, being adversely affected by
climate change, has witnessed a notable rise in the occurrence of
floods and cyclones, which contribute to these detrimental
consequences. Bangladesh Disaster-related Statistics (BDRS) 2021:
Climate Change and Natural Disaster Perspectives

Khulna, Rangpur, and Rajshahi, the three divisions in Bangladesh, have
the highest disability prevalence rate of 3.62%, 3.54%, and 3.30%
respectively. It isimportant to note that these divisions are particularly
susceptible to the adverse impacts of climate change. National Survey
on Persons with Disabilities (NSPD) 2021

The highest reported reason for disability among persons with
disabilities is "Congenital," accounting for 41.09% of cases in
Bangladesh. This particular reason is most prevalent in the Khulna
division. The effects of climate change are more pronounced in Khulna
division, including salinity, uneven rainfall, drought and extreme heat
waves. National Survey on Persons with Disabilities (NSPD) 2021

The incidence of disability resulting from natural disasters specifically
such as cyclones, floods, and lightning is 0.46%. However, the coastal
and climate-vulnerable regions as; Barisal (0.88%), Khulna (0.67%),
and Chittagong (0.62%) divisions have higher rates compared to other
areas in this particular case. National Survey on Persons with
Disabilities (NSPD) 2021

Unfortunately, the UNFCCC has not given sufficient consideration to the
rights of persons with disabilities up until now. At the COP 16 in 2010, the
Cancun Agreements recognized that people with disabilities are among the
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groups most vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, as stated
in decision 1/CP.16. Besides, in the preamble of the Paris Agreement, the
Parties also recognized the importance of upholding human rights,
including the rights of persons with disabilities, while undertaking
measures to combat climate change. UNFCCC bodies have consistently
emphasized the significance of considering the requirements of persons
with disabilities and promoting their active involvement in various aspects
such as capacity building, education, awareness, adaptation, and action for
climate empowerment, as evident in numerous decisions and reports.

Persons with disabilities are incorporated within these provisions,
decisions, and reports, alongside other vulnerable groups, without
receiving preferential treatment. Furthermore, specific initiatives aimed at
upholding and fulfilling the rights of other groups, such as the Indigenous
Peoples Platform or the Gender Action Plan, have not been specifically
tailored to address the needs of persons with disabilities.

CDD urges all Bangladesh representatives involved in global climate
change discussions to prioritize the issue of climate vulnerability for
persons with disabilities. Additionally, CDD anticipates that persons
representing Bangladesh at COP28 will spearhead efforts to incorporate
disability inclusion in climate negotiations and planning procedures. CDD
has outlined specific recommendations for disability inclusion in climate
change mitigation.

- Ensuring the availability of information that is disaggregated by
gender, age, and disability is crucial in vulnerability assessment,
planning, implementation, and monitoring processes. Appropriate
measures must be taken to achieve this.

- Ensuring the active involvement of persons with disabilities or their
organization's representatives in the climate change financing
negotiation process.

- Identifying their special needs by taking the opinions of people with
disabilities in formulating and implementing the adaptation process
and taking measures accordingly.

- By specifically targeting and identifying the needs and barriers to
participation, it is crucial to ensure the meaningful involvement of
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persons with disabilities in all capacity building activities related to
climate change adaptation.

- It is imperative to incorporate the discussion on disability resulting
from climate change-induced natural disasters into the assessment of
loss and damages and ensure its inclusion in compensation
considerations.

- The objective is to assess the potential psychological distress
experienced by affected communities as a result of climate change and
its influence on natural disasters, while also fostering innovative
approaches to safeguarding mental health in these challenging
circumstances.

- Making commitments to dedicate resources towards enhancing the
capacity of organizations of people with disabilities and the agencies
working for them to address climate change, and guarantee sufficient
financial support for this purpose.

Strengthening Climate Accountability- Improving Compliance
and Delivery under the Paris Agreement

Author:
Dr. Fazle Rabbi Sadeque Ahmed
Deputy Managing Director, PKSF

Introduction: Accountability is very crucial in the current global climate
change diplomacy. This is especially very important because the climate
governance structure is still weak and current pledges are insufficient to
adhere to science-based targets for limiting temperature rise within 1.5°C
or well below 2°C. Actual implementation and political commitment
particularly by the developed and industrialized countries, enforcement of
or adherence to the obligations of climate agreements, and accountability
of the consequences of non-compliance is becoming the major issue at the
CoP/CMA level.

Pre-2020 climate regime

The climate crisis is causing heatwaves and floods across the globe,
impacting our economy, health, and natural ecosystems at large (IPCC
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2022). With increasing fossil fuel emissions as well as record high
greenhouse gas (GHG) concentrations, we are certainly heading in the
wrong direction (UN 2022). Moreover, the science is clear on the need for
more ambitious climate actions to reduce global temperatures and avoid a
climate catastrophe.

The member nations to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) have been working for almost three decades.
The UNFCCC aims to prevent ‘dangerous’ human interference with the
climate system. The Convention puts the responsibility on developed
countries to reduce emissions and suggests that they support and uphold
developing countries in their climate efforts and actions, following the rule
of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities
(CBDR-RC).

To operationalize the principles of the Convention, member states
negotiated and adopted the Kyoto Protocol (1997) and its Doha
Amendment (2012). Both these climate agreements set legally binding
targets on developed countries. The Kyoto Protocol sets a collective
emissions reduction target of 5 per cent on 1990 levels for the period 2008_
2012, whereas the Doha Amendment sets a reduction target of 18 per cent
on 1990 levels for the period 20132020 (UNFCCC 1998, 2012). Although
both the climate agreements were expected to establish a strong
foundation for the fight against climate change, there were major setbacks
and concerns surrounding their implementation.

Let us highlight the performance of developed countries. The United States
never ratified to the Kyoto Protocol. Canada's national emissions increased
by 30 per cent instead of decreasing by 6 per cent from 1990 levels (Curry
and McCarthy 2011). Canada also withdrew from the Kyoto regime to avoid
paying billions of dollars as a non-compliance penalty (FT 2011). Japan
also quit from the climate agreements. Russian Federation and New
Zealand refused to accept the new targets under the Doha Amendment. Due
to these issues, the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol did not come
into force for almost its entire duration (Prasad, Pandey, and Bhasin 2021).

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report further
indicates that the mitigation efforts undertaken by developed nations under
the Kyoto Protocol were insufficient (IPCC, 2007). None of the developed
countries made efforts to strengthen their commitments or revise their
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pledges despite being encouraged by the IPCC's fourth assessment report
to enhance their targets by at least 25 to 40 per cent below the 1990 levels
by 2020.

With regard to providing support to developing and least-developed
countries, the climate finance goal commitment of 100 billion US dollars by
2020 was never met (Timperley 2021). The decision text of the Glasgow
Climate Pact also expressed deep regret that this financial goal was not met
(UNFCCC 2021). Furthermore, developed countries do not agree to make
common definition of climate finance and the calculation of climate finance
isnot transparent. Double counting is very common to calculate the amount
of climate finance. The windows of climate finance under UNFCCC are
almost empty.

How accountability operationalized in the Paris Agreement?

At the twenty-first Conference of Parties, countries agreed on a new global
climate deal, the Paris Agreement, to combat global climate change. The
Paris Agreement was a monumental step because it brought all nations
together to undertake ambitious climate efforts, adapt to climate impacts,
and enhance support to assist developing countries. The Paris Agreement
is a legally binding agreement, which sets out a global framework to limit
global temperature rise to 2°C within this century, and preferably 1.5°C, if
possible. However, the success of the Paris Agreement depends on
ensuring compliance and enforcing accountability (Climate Law and
Governance Initiative 2022).

The following features of the Paris Agreement relate to accountability and
compliance:

A. Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)

Unlike the Kyoto Protocol or Doha Amendment, where the targets were
incorporated in an annex to the agreement, the Paris Agreement obligates
countries to “undertake and communicate ambitious efforts” in the form of
NDCs to achieve the goals of the agreement. These commitments should be
made every five years to reflect a country’'s highest possible ambition and
should represent a progression of ambition from previous NDCs. Countries
are also encouraged to prepare their longterm strategies (mid-century) on
how they are planning their transitions towards low GHG emissions or net
zero, taking in account national circumstances and best-available science.
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B. Enhanced transparency framework (ETF)

One of the central components of the Paris Agreement is the ETF, which
builds on the existing transparency mechanism and adds credibility to
member states’ efforts to implement climate actions. The ETF guidelines
offer a common approach to the reporting and review process, but with
flexibilities for developing countries (linked to their capacity constraints).
The ETF supersedes the existing transparency arrangements and demands
that all countries report more granular data than before on their GHG
emissions along with progress in implementing NDCs, adaptation
measures and efforts, and the support (financial, technological, and
capacity-building) needed, received, and/or provided to developing
countries (UNFCCC 2019). Under the ETF provisions, all countries are
required to submit biennial transparency reports (BTRs) and the national
GHG inventory, which are subject to a technical expert review and
facilitative, multilateral consideration of progress (FMCP). Both the review
and FMCP processes allow for independent assessments of a country’'s
progress inimplementing its NDC. Furthermore, reporting under Article 9.5
of the Paris Agreement demands information on ex-ante climate finance
every two years from developed nations and encourages developing
nations to follow suit. These submissions function as formal sources of
progressive finance information, making them crucial for planning and
enhancing ambition.

C. Global stocktake (GST)

The GST process is one of the fundamental components of the Paris
Agreement. It helps nations monitor the implementation of the Paris
Agreement and evaluate the collective progress made towards achieving
longterm climate goals. The first GST will take place in 2023 and every five
years thereafter. It will be based on the best-available science and inform
member countries on updating and enhancing their NDCs to achieve their
climate objectives.

D. Compliance Committee

Article 15 of the Paris Agreement establishes an expert-based committee to
facilitate implementation and promote compliance with the provisions of
the Agreement. The committee’s mandate is to engage with Parties to
identify challenges, share information, and make recommendations,
including in relation to accessing finance, technology, and capacity-
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building support. The committee acts on circumstances related to
assistance requested by countries, non-participation of a country in Paris
Agreement processes, and failure to submit reporting obligations or
commitments. Paris Agreement has few controls on how its members meet
their commitments and are held accountable.

Why accountability is very important under the Paris Agreement?

The Paris Agreement is an exemplary case of international cooperation
because it unites almost all the nations of the world to address the critical
issue of climate change. The agreement, with its unique architecture, aims
to strike a balance between the participation of countries and their
commitment. However, the larger question on delivery (actual
implementation), enforcement (adherence to climate agreement
obligations), and accountability (acceptance of consequences on non-
compliance) still remains unaddressed.

Climate action and pledges are inadequate. The latest analysis shows that
with collective national climate pledges, we are on track to experience a
global temperature rise of 2.7°C _ 3.3°C by the end of the century (UNEP,
2021). The pledges also lack critical features such as ensuring timely
communication of successive NDCs andalignment with science-based
targets. Hence, there is little opportunity for holding countries accountable
for their unambitious climate pledges. In addition, NDCs, in principle, are
mitigation-centric, because adaptation, loss and damage, and support do
not directly fall within their purview. With rising extreme weather events
and escalating risks and impacts, NDCs must capture actions and measures
across all areas.

Easy exit from the Agreement is a major loophole. The United States, the
world's second-largest emitter, did not participate in any pre-2020 climate
agreements and also withdrew from the Paris Agreement in 2020 (McGrath,
2020) while joining back in 2021. Such easy exits, in the absence of harsh
penalties and punitive actions, not only undermine global climate
cooperation and result in additional burden on other nations, but they also
discourage other nations from undertaking ambitious targets to move
closer to the Paris deal.

Paris Agreement is based on facilitative, non-intrusive, and non-punitive
principles. Although these principles ensured countries' participation, it
can be clearly seen that countries are not subjected to any hard measures.

Page 50 of 67



Furthermore, compliance under the Paris Agreement is limited to
procedural obligations _ meaning the submission of reports and enhanced
commitment _ and does not necessarily cover actual outcomes related to
the delivery of climate actions (Climate Law and Governance Initiative
2022).

Based on the experiences from the pre-2020 climate regime, as well as the
limitations of the Paris Agreement, it is imperative prospects for delivery of
climate action, enforcement of obligations, and accountability are slim. The
Paris Agreement imposes no hard enforcement measures to hold member
countries liable for their inaction and non-compliance with the Paris
provisions. This clearly highlights the urgent need to deliberate on
strengthening accountability mechanisms, which would ensure compliance
with obligations and also translate ambition to real action and delivery.

COP 28 Theme on Agriculture, Food Security and Water- Sharm el-
Sheikh joint work on implementation of climate action on
agriculture and food security

Author:
Dr. M Asaduzzaman
Former Research Director and Professional Fellow, BIDS

The issues of agriculture, food security and water theme is by and large a
follow-up of earlier works related to Koronivia joint work on agriculture.
Given the outcome of that so far, it was decided (3/CP.27) on a four year
endeavor to thrash out agriculture and food issues called "Sharm el-Sheikh
joint work on implementation of climate action on agriculture and food
security".

The theme in Dubai COP 28 on December 10 will deliberate on these and
related issues. And it calls for action on 20+ issues.

Before getting to the new work programme Sharm-al Sheikh Parties have
begun submissions on the issues oaf agriculture and food security.
Bangladesh has not explicitly made any submission but allies itself to LDC
submission which calls for the following:
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a. A holistic approach emphasizing actions such as development of

harmonized and appropriate framework/methodology/guidance
that can be used to assess and track adaptation progress at various

levels

Provide best technology transfer
Use of traditional and indigenous technology
Enhance cross-sectoral policy coordination

Climate smart insurance and other social protection

b. Provide technical advice and financial mechanism

Ensure a dedicated window for funding on agriculture and
food security

c. Researchand development

Conduct technology needs assessment
Integration of indigenous and scientific knowledge

Identify and promote national or regional research specific
areas

Along with there are suggestions for various administrative arrangements

The LDC submission also called for inclusion of issues such as

Nature Based Solution in the Context of agriculture sector
Fisheries, aquaculture, and Blue economy

Agroecology, climate-Smart Agriculture, and other
integrated approaches

Nutrition in the context of Climate Change

Before getting to the new 4 years work programme, one should very briefly

assess the impact of Koronivia Joint work which ran for several years. My
own impression is that it yielded precious little as the emphasis was mainly

on large livestock-based ranch agriculture. Nothing wrong in that. But it did
not look into the a few cattle-owning millions of farmers in countries such

as Bangladesh. Bangladesh did submit on thisissue but of no avail. Itis time
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that this issue of small sized cattle owning farmers should be brought into
focus because the issues of adaptation in such cases is far more difficult.

The issues under Agriculture, Food and Water theme of COP 28 on
December 10 in a way takes account of nature-based actions as well as
agro-ecology. However, more importantly, the Theme emphasizes mainly
issues of water for agriculture and food security and also the issue of urban
water. Also, under another theme, the issues of ocean are discussed.

The Theme issues do not emphasize nutrition (except in a way for children
through school meals) while the LDC submission does but this needs fuller
expression. Nutrition issues arise due to lower availability due to crop,
fisheries and livestock output losses caused by climate change
(temperature rise and uncertain rainfall) and climate change related
disasters including sea level rise and salinity increase, and also because of
a fallin nutritional content of crops such as rice in terms of micro and macro
nutrients like as zinc. Iron and protein. The implication is grave for women
and children as they become prone to anemia.

The issue of producers and by implication of production have been
emphasized Agriculture Theme. But it does not clarify how. Of course there
are differentiation among farmers which is not clearly stated. Not all
producers are equally or similarly impacted by climate change. Then again,
note that availability of food may be from both domestic output and imports.
Should there be a provision that food imports should not be banned by
countries if another country's domestic output of major staples fall due to
climate change impact? This issue seems to have been given little or no
thought so far. Also except for some major staples, not muchis known about
most other crops’ vulnerability in terms of output or their nutrition content.
Further note that non-food commercial crops are also mainstays in many
economies. What happens to production of such non-food crops under
climate change is also largely unknown.

On production issue the situation of agricultural labor in many countries
may need to be examined. Particularly in a country like Bangladesh where
such labor have to work under harsh humid and high temperature situation
may make them often sick if the temperature goes above certain threshold.
In any case, their productivity is likely to falland thus they may lose in terms
of employment and income. How should their case be treated in adaptation
in agriculture?
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What all these indicate is the majorrole that available technology as well as
support for R&D should play and the support that is needed on these
account may be technological, financial, and others.

On water issue, while the theme is basically right, the issue is more than
what has been stated so far. As it calls for methane reduction from crops as
well as livestock, the issue of energy for irrigation should also feature
importantly in may countries. Lowering energy use and also irrigating land
under certain crops only to the extent that science states is absolutely
necessary, will of course lower methane emission in cases such as rice
cultivation. But where water is sold and bought under certain pricing
conditions (as in most cases by area), farmers may not be interested to
lower water consumption. One way of doing that is either pricing by volume
or under the Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES). Support for research
on these issues to incentivize farmers is necessary. However, from
Bangladesh point, the issue of water sharing is far more important.

Much of what Bangladesh gets by way of water is from across the border. It
drains perhaps water of 92% of catchment area of GBM basin. Yet, despite
some talks quite in the past, this issue has not gained much importance. If it
is one world, we must give attention to fair sharing of water by lower
riparian's when rivers cross several countries. The issue of too much water
(flood) particularly is associated with such fair sharing.

The issue of fisheries is tricky and the Agriculture Theme has not addressed
it. LDC submission has drawn attention to it. But this needs to be elaborated
as not all countries are in the same boat on this. Bangladesh is almost
unique asit has a large fresh water open fishery, a large aquaculture system
and the marine fishery all of which are under severe threat from climate
change though for different reasons. The fresh water fishery is by and large
impacted by higher temperature warming up fish habitats. We still do not
know much as to which fishes can adapt to higher temperature and which
not and how this will change the fish species distribution now and in the
future? What should be the nature of adaptation in such cases and what
would be the nutritional impact and that on the livelihood of fishermen.
Marine fishery is a completely different ball game here.

Ocean warming up, acidification and deoxygenation coupled with algal
bloom has already made many fish species extinct in the Bay of Bengal, a
clear case of loss to Bangladesh. Yet, we do not know all the pathways of
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such loss and damage. We even do not well how soon and how acidification
progresses and deoxygenation spreads. What are the limits under 1.5°C and
29C or 2.5°C situation? Thisis a clear case for global cooperation in research
and necessary adaptation.

My humble submission therefore is that we should emphasize the following
issue for consideration under the “Sharm el-Sheikh joint work on
implementation of climate action on agriculture and food security".

a. Clearly identify through scientific processes and deliberations the
vulnerabilities of staple and non-staple food crop agriculture
under various SSPs and temperature change scenarios and the
adaptation mechanisms and their economic and social costs and
social group differentiation in terms of output, labour productivity
and employment

b. Clarify nutritional implication through various pathways such as
domestic production shortfalls and nutrient contents of crops and
their implications by gender and age and appropriate adaptation
measures.

c. Monitor and find out the progression sea water temperature rise,
ocean acidification, deoxygenation under various temperature rise
scenarios and suggest ameliorative measures. Clarify which
marine species are irrevocably lost or will be lost and how the
proposed L&D fund may be utilized to help those who would be
affected adversely.

d. For methane emission, find out practical and economic ways of
reducing it while lowering water use for irrigation as water itself
may be scarcer over time.

e. Little has been said about inorganic fertilizer use. Particularly find
technological and practical means of lowering nitrous oxide
emission while keeping crop output the same or non-falling.

f.  The problems of adaptation in small cattle owning farms should be
given due attention.

The fair sharing of water between upper and lower riparian countries must
get due attention.
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KEY ISSUES OF COP28

* A RCADMAP FROM THE GLOBAL STOCKTAKE TC ATTAIN THE CLIMATE AMBITICN
1.5 DEGREE TEMPERATURE REDUCTION TARGET AND MEANINGFUL ACTION PLAN.

A TIMEBOUND AND MEAMNINGFUL ACTION PLAN TG PHASE-CQUT OF ALL FOSSILFUELS AND
THEIR 5UBSIDIES

COUNTRY-SPECIFIC TIME-BOUMD TARGETS FOR RENEWABLES EMERGY GEMERATION AND
SECURED UNIVERSAL ENERGY ACCESS

-

A COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK TO ACHIEVE GLOBAL GOAL ON ADAPTATION
MOBILISATION OF RESOURCES FOR ADAPTATION FOR BUILDING CLIMATE RESILIEMCE.
OPERATIOMALISING THELOSS AND DAMAGE FUND

* CLOSING THE FINANCE GAP TO MOBILUSE USD100 BILLION PER YEAR TO DEVELOPING

FINANCE AND TRADE

Average annual climate finance Haws
reached almast USD 1.3 trillion in
2021,/2022, neor ly doubling
comparedto 2019,/2020 levels .

Current flows represent about only 1%
of global GDP .

The annual climate finance needed
through 2030 increases steadily from
$8.1-59 trillion

There should be o siglli"mﬂl increase in filling the USD100
billien gaps by developed nations 1o the Global Seuth and a Mew
Guantified Gaal far funding from 2025,

At least 200 phase-out of fossil fuels and their subsidies by
G20 couniries and divert thoze fo fill the climate finonce

gaps: including targets for renewables, energy effidency and
energy access

A new mechanism for addressing loss and damuage from
climare change should be exablished.

FINANCE AND TRADE

Climate finonce must increase by ot
least five-fold annually, as quickly as
possible, to avoid the worst impacts of
climate change '

There is a need for o new mechanism
for addrassing loss and d from

Doubling Adaptation finance for hoth Green Climate Fund (GCF)

lenish and the aspirational geals of the Adapiation
Fund Board, o significont ameunt of adaptation money should be
directed via GCF, as per decision 1 /CR.16

Decision en how all finance weould be mebilized inconsistent
with the NDCs and NAP ds lew GHG emissions and

climate change.

limet ili level b towereds elimate lity

in 2050,
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ENERGY AND INDUSTRY

Global anergy consumptian is still heavily reliant on fassil
fusls. This is contributing to climate changs and air pollufion,

Tha energy industry is @ major source of gresnhouse gas
smissions. This it due to the extraction, processing, and burning
of Fossil fusls.

The ensrgy fransition is not happening fast encugh, The word is
not en treck te maet the goals of the Paris Agr

Ay sources. This includes

Accol o ition bo ch
investing in renewabla energy. anergy efficiancy, ond clean
technologies.

Red fram th gy indusiry. This includes
phusing aut ceal, i fing in math k and
improving enesgy efficency.

I k and the impl tien of

:Iimd- ﬂl‘hun plans. This includes sefting maore ambitious
and taking concrete staps to achieve

There u @ lack of finance \‘cr dlrmre actien, sspedially in
deval g This i hind the
“ene ruyunel aduptation to climete change,

o clean

There is @ need for international cooperation an dimate

thwm.

Mobilize finance for climate actien, This incluces increasing
public and private investment in cimatu-frisadly projecs and
progroms,

Strengthen infernational (oopmclnﬂ an dimate actien. This

| action, This Indudes agreehg on common godu, sharhg bast h(ludel l the rules for ﬂu?ﬂrlu
| . and p g financial and fechni fa T A BIE Rt ik for coof on
-_:deudopinq countries, climate finance and technalogy.

ENERGY TRANSITION

Comparing estimates for 2023 with the dara for
2021, annual clean energy investment has risen
much faster than Investment In fossil fuels over this
period (24% va 15%) .

Glabal snergy investment in clean ensrgy and in
fossil fuels hos increased, with anticipoted spending
in 2023 up to a record USD 2.8 trillian.

The rise inclean energy investment since 2021 is

There should be o significant increase in financial
suppert from developed nations ta the Global South
for transitioning to renewable energy .

The Warld Energy Outlock 2023 repert suggests that
COP28 needs to assess the evelving nature of
energy security and examine what needs to heppen
ot the conference to keep the door apen for the 1.5
*C goal

COP?B needs ta !lmrulnp a plﬂn hr a just and

leading the way, outpacing the increase in fossil fusl imel energy L | g the sacial
investment by almast three-ta-one and economic iImpacts of the ransition
WATER RESOURCE
Suggestion for COP28

Existing Situation
*Global water erisis: Water scarcity affects over 2
billion people warldwide, and this number is expected
to rise ro 3.9 billion by 2050,
*Climate change impacts on water: Climate change is
exacarbating the water crisis by causing more frequent
and severe droughts, Aoads, and cther extreme
weather avents,
Limited investment in woter security: Insufficent

#in water infi hnelagy, and

capacity bullding hinders progress on water security.
“nsufficient data and informetion: Lock of reliable
ane hensive dota on water and waier
use hempar: effactive water management.

* Acknowledge the water erisis: COPZE should formelly
recognize the sevarity of the global water crisis and it
inextricable link 1o cimate change.

* Integrate waoler into climale adion plans: COP28
should ensure that water & fully integrated into all
climate action plans and sirategles.

in water ity: COP28 shauld

mobilize ond secure sk | financial

for water security inifiatives, porticilarly in developing

countries.

Enhance water data and information: COP28 shatikd

pramate the collechion, shering, and utilization of water

data and informotion fo support [nformmd  deciions

making.

= Acticn and support 1o conserve 30 to 50 per cent of
land, freshwater and ceean sinks by 2!
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Existing Situation

UNSUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURAL  PRACTICES:  CURRENT
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES CONTRIBUTE SIGHIFICANTLY TC
GREENHOUSE GaS EMESIONS, DEFORSSTATION, AND WATER
POLLUTICON, THE IPCC 15 CLEAR THAT WITHOUT ADCRESSING
EMISSIONS FROM FOOD EYETEME .« M ADDITOM TO RAPID
DECARBONIZATION OF &Il OTHER S2CTORS - T WLl NOT BE
POSSELETO KER 1.5°C WITHIN REACH

LOSS OF BIODIVERSITY: AGHICULTURAL EXPAMSION aND
|HTEMSIVE PRACTICES ARE DRIVING THE LDISS OF BIDOIVERSITY,
WHICH 15 ESSENTIAL FOP ECOSYSTEW SERVICES AMD FOOD
SECURITY.

LIMITED ACCESS TO FINANCE FOR SMALLHOLDER FARMERS,
SMAULHOIDER FARMERS, WHO FLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE N
SLORAL FOOD PROBUCTION, GFTEN LACK AZCESS TO CREDT
AND COTHER FINaMC AL SERVICES,

TRADITIONAL AGRICULTURAL  PRACTICES, TRADITOMAL
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICEE GUCH AS. FUEL-3ASED IRRIGATION,
DECRESTATION aND CHALLERGES TO aDORESE ADVERIE

IPACTS.

Existing Situation

LIMITED ACCESS TO CLIMATE FINANCE CEVELOPING
COUNTRIES OFTEN LACK THE FRaniClal RESOURCES TO
BUILD RESILEMCE TO CLUMATE CHANGE

+ CAPACITY GAPS IN RESILIENCE: MANY COUNTRES AND

COMMUMTIES LACK THE CAPACITY TQ PLAM FOR AND
APLEMENT EFFECTIVE RESIIENCE MEASLURES,

INEGUITABLE DISTRIEUTION OF RESILIENCE BENEFITS.
RESIUBNCE EFFORTE OFTEN Fall TO REACH THE MOST
YULMERABLE COMMUMITIES, EXACERBATING ENSTING
INECRJALITEES.

TEC| AND AMDVAMCES
I CLMATE-RESILIENT TECHNOLOGIES ARE LINDERWAY WITH
CONSISTENT POUCT IMPLSATIONS,

Situation

+ COMSTRAINED FINANCIAL ACCESS TO COPE WITH LOSS

AND DAMAGE: /MANY DEVELOPING MATIONS FREGQUENTLY
FACE CHALLEMGES 1M SECURING ADEQUATE FUNDS 1O
MITFFATE THE ADVERSE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE INDUCED LOSS
AND DAMASES,

+ POLTICAL RESISTANCE TO ADDRESSING LOSS AND

DAMAGE: SOME DEVELOPED COUWTRIES HAVE BEEN
RESISTANT TO ADDRESEHING LOES AND DAMAGE, ARGUING
THAT IT WOULD CREATE A LIABIITY FOR THEM.

IGNORING HUMAN RIGHTS N DRAFT TEXTS AND
IMPOSING WORLD BANK AS FLUND ENTITY

* LACK OF CLARITY ON THE DEFINTION OF LOSS AND

DAMAGE; THERE |5 A LACK OF CLARITY ON THE DEARTION
OF LOSS AND DAMAGE, WHICH HAS MADE IT DIFFICULT TO
CUANTIFY AND ADDRESS THE S5US.

Suggestion for COP28

A EMNCOURAGE THE
nDCDTIU‘l OF CUMATESMART AGRICULTURE, AGROECOLOGY, AHD

OTHER SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES THAT REDUCE EmISSIONS, FROTECT

ECOBYSTEME, AMD COMEERVE WATER RESOURCES.

AND ¥. MNIEGRATE
BIODVERHTY CORSERVATION INTO AGRICUTLR AL PRACTICES AND
PROWCTE LaMD-USE PLAMNING THAT SUPPORTS ECTSYSTEM
SERVICES,

EMHANCING FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR SMALLHOLDER FARMERS.
BEVELDP INMROVATIVE FINANCING MECHANISME AND SUPPORT
PROGRAMS TO IMCBEASE ACCESS TO CAPMAL SND FRANCIAL
SERVICES FOR SMALLHDLDER FARMERS.

AGRICUITURAL F!lGlCES MEFD TO BE EMERGED SUCH 45 SOLaR
BaSED CUMATE SsaRT
AL RICULTURE FMB A‘ID WNWIS.

Suggestion for COP28

* SCALING UP CLIMATE FINANCE NCREASE THE AVAILABILITY
AND  ACCESEBIUTY OF CUMATE FRANCE TO SUPPORT
ADAPTATION AMD MITIGATIOM EFFORTS IM  DEVELOMNG
COUNTRIES,

FOR ACHIEVING

THE RAL GOAL ON ADAPTATION.

= BUNDING CAPACITY FOR  RESILIENCE  STRENGTHEN
METITUNIONAL  CAPMOTY AMD PROVIDE TRAMNING  AMD
SUPPORT TD EMABLE COMMUNMITIES aHD SOVERMMENTS TO
BUILD RESILIEMCE.

* PROMOTING EGUITABLE RESILIENCE: EHSURE THAT RESAENCE
EFFORTS ARE INCLUSIVE AMND ADCRESS THE SPECIFIC MESDS OF
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES.

= ENFORCE POLICIES PROMOTE RESEARCH AMD DEVELOFMENT
FOR IMHOVATIVE SOLUTICNS BY ESTABUSHIMG MECHAMISMS
FOR M OMTORNG AND ENFORCING POLICIES,

1AL

Suggestion for COP28

ESTABLISHING A NEW INTERNATIONAL
MECHANISM FOR LOSS AND DAMAGE TO PROVIDE
FINANCIAL ~ ASSISTANCE 10 DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES TO ADDRESS THE ECOMOMIC AND
NON-ECONCMIC COST OF CUMATE CHANGE.

PROMOTING POLITICAL DETERMINATION TO
TACKLE LOSS AND DAMAGE: IMNTIATE ELEVATED
POLTICAL DISCUSSIONS AND DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS
TO FOSTER AGREEMENT TO FORMULATE A JUST AND
IMPARTIAL RESOLUTION,

ESTABLISH LOS5 AND DAMAGE FUND TG ENHANCE
GLOBAL COLLABORATION AND ASSISTANCE.
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MATURE AND LAND USE

Existing Situation

* INEQUITABLE ACCESS TO MATURE AND LAND:
ACCESS TO NATURE AND LAND IS OFTEN LNEGUAL,
WITH MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES OFTEN HAVING
LINITED ACCES S TO THESE RESOURCES.,

DEFCRESTATION AND LAND DEGRADATION:
DEFORESTATION AWD LAND DEGRADATION ARE
MAJOR DRWVERS OF BIODIVERSITY LOSS  AND
CLIMATE CHAMGE.

* LOSS OF ECOSYSTEMS:. OMNGONG 1055 OF
CRITICAL ECOSYSTEMS SUCH AS WETLANDS AND
CORAL REEFS ARE MAIOR ISSUE FOR nATURAL
DISRUPTICN.

GENDER EQUALITY

Existing Situation

* UNHEARD VOICE, WOMEN ARE DISPROPCRTICHMATELY
AFFECTED BY CLWMATE CHAMGE, YET THER VOICES ARE OFTEM
ADSENT FROM CLUMATE HEGOTIATIONS,

+ INADEQUATE INCORPORATION OF OENDER EQUALITY. IT 45
HOT BEEN ADEGRIATELY INCORPORATED INTO CUMATE POUCIES
AMND PROGRAMS. THERE IS & SIGNIFICANT DEROENCY N
ITEGRATING COMPREMENSIVE AMD EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES
THAT CATER 7O THE DSTINCT MNEEDS, R0OLES, AND
VULMERABLTIEE OF PIDWIDUALE ACHOSS ALL GEMDERS 1 THE
REALM OF CLIMATE CHAMGE INITIATIVES.

+ IMEQUAL CARBON TRANSITION, \WOME ARE CONSIDERED A5
JAOST VURNERABLE TOWARDS CUMATE CHANGE. 1M COUNTRES
CONTRRUTING  LOWEST AMOUNT OF CARPBDH 4RF STHL
SEHIND DLE TO LaCK OF INEQUTABLE AND IFFECTVE
STRATEGIES 7O SUPPCET WORKERS AMD COmMpUNITES THT
WILL B2 AFFECTED BY THE TRANSIMON

EDUCATION SKILLS

Suggestion for COP28

* PROMOTING EQUITABLE ACCESS TO NATURE AND
LAND: EMSURE THAT EVERYOME HAS EQUITABLE ACCESS
TO NATURE abD LAND, AND THAT THE GEMERTS OF
THESE RESOURCES ARE SHARED FAIRLY,

FPROTECTING FORESTS AND RESTORING DEGRADED
LANDS: 5ET AMBMOUS GOALS FOR DEFORESTATION
REDUCTION AMD LANWD RESTORATION AWND DEVELOP
EFFECTIVE MECHANISMS T IMPLEMENT THESE GOALS.

PRICRITIZE COMNSERVATION AND RESTORATION THE
WITal EOOSYSTEMS ALL OVER THE WORLD NEED TO BE
PROTECTED THROUSH PRICRITIZATION, m-!SEEmTDN
AMD RESTORATION THROUGH EFFECTIVE INITIATIVES
AMND PUBLIC AWARENESS.

Suggestion for COP28

MEANINGFUL REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN, BI5URE THAT W OMEN
ARE MEAMINGRULLY REPRESENTED IM ALL AGPECTS OF COP28, FROM
THE PLANNMNG AND DECISOMH-MAKING PROCESSES 1O THE
LeAPLEMENTATION OF CUTCOMES.

* OENDER MAINSTREAMING AND PROMOTING CLIMATE PINANCE:
THE COPIE FRSSIDENCY COUD WORK WITH RARTIES AnD
T T PROAMOTE GF ™
CUMATE FMAMCE. THIE COUID B5 DOME BY DEVELDRNG

FOR GENDER N CUMATE FINAMNCE, AS
WELL A5 EBY FROVIDING TRAINING ON GEMIER-REGRONSIVE
CUMATE FINANCE.

* CARRON TRADING THROUGH WOMEN EVFOWERMENT. THE
TRANSTION TO 4 [OWCARBON ECONCMY SHOLLD BE JIST AND
ERUTASLE, ENSURING THAT MO ONE IS LT BEHING COF2E
EMDULD DEVELOP SIRATEGIES TD SUPRORT WORKERS AND
COMMUNTES THAT WiLL BE AFFECTED BY THE mNi}m‘ﬂ CanN
BE EFFECTIVELY DOME by USING VULRERARLE WOMEM COMMOMITY
ARCALIMD THE ‘W ORLD,

systwms cre gly res 1o new

secietal, economic, and digital needs. Schaclk are on the
front line of change, and systems across the OECD ars
feeusing on building capacity for their schools and
teachsrt

High learning poverty hinders more advonced skill
development, and youth enter the warkfarces lacking the

The Greening Education P

hip {BEP) ot COP2A aims
to share the |atesr developments on the preparation for
COP28 and define pessible ways of engagament of the
GEP and [1s membersd.

The Sth Capacty-buildng Hub at COP2E seeks to create o
plotform where the importance of capacity-building with
regard to the Paris Agreement ond ils progress is

COPEE hios partnered to expand access fo climete

skills needad 1o be prod , resiliont, and odaprable®.  highlightadd,
Teacher ot ges, lack of professions! develop

opperiunities, low starus ond werking condifions, and kack

of capacity 1o develop teacher leadsrship and { i

Innovetion are mojor challenges®.

An estimated twe-thirds of the world’s youth fail to achiave
the squivalent of PISA minimum proficiency in language
and moth shillsd,

for the youth, ing young peopla
through education and capacity-bulding apportunities?,

The pregram’s objsctives incuds ensuring proper education
for youth and enhancing their akills, capacity, and
knowledge, parficdarly in the most impacted countries, 1o
engage in climole processess.
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN

Chmate change Is the greatest thieat facng the The COP2E Presidency has launched the 'Intemational Youth Climate Delegate
world’s children and young pecplel. It peses  Program (International YCDP) te ensure young people’s perspectives are af
major theeats o their health, nutrition, the heart of global policymaking on climate change2.

education, and future.

Childran and young pecple ore laast The intarnational YCDP will sponsor 100 young people to ottend COP2E in
reaponsible for cimote change, and yet ore Novermber2. Delegates Fram countrias an the Est of Least Developed Countries
ameng the most vulnerable to its effects3. (LDCs), Small Island lopi {51D5), Ine Peoples and other

minority groups around the werld will be pricritized2.

Young people ore more aware of the cimate  The objectives of the International YEDP includs snsuring that youth views and

crisis then older genaraiions, and more proposals are fully integrated into global climate policymaking and

engaged in responding to it4. dicils building youth skills, ity, knowledge, and networks,
patticddarly in the moet impacted countries, to engoge in climare processes2.

The mast vulnerable youth have the least access The TOP2E Youth Climate Champion, HE Shamma Al Mazr, in collabaration

“and highest barriers to entry 5. with YOUNGD, the Otfficial Children and Yourh Canstitusncy of the UNFCCC,
will eversee the programa.
Youth's role todoy includes foking on @ Inoding  The COP2E Fresidency is ittmd to slevafing and aligning youth efforts

& In nfleencing, ad q, and d | key under the Parls Agresment and will continue ensuring
responsible climate behaviors. nathways for inaful and i ful vouth throvahout their

ACCOUNTABILITY

Developed Countries hove not met the Developed countries should meet their global
target of dishursing yearly 5100 billion  cammitments on climate finance and provide
to developing countries after three yeors  specific supporf for climate adaptation and

after the scheduled date. miligation measures

Shortage of Transparency and COP'28 should ensure Transparency and
Accountability exists in the global Accountability and ensure that the voices of the
negotiation of climate change emerging end developing donot log behind.
Problems exist in terms of lack palitical ~ COP' dstai rate political will to g

willingness dealing with climate change  the climaie crisis and l‘o set firm commitmentis lo
among seme of the major contributorsfo  reduce emissions and ensure the disbursement of
carbon emission climate finance

MULTI-LEVEL ACTION

Multi-level action is increasingly being  COF'28 should ask for more torget oriented and
adopted. However, huge shartcomi on multilevel action,

prevail in terms of achieving Paris especially invalving the developed nations.
Agreement goals

Requi for ent d coordinati COP'2B should aim Is the multistakehold,
and coherence in terms of global cellaboration and platforms to better the
governance ond local level multilevel association.

stakeholdars

Inelusive and ble particip COP'28 neads to focus on the vulnsrable and
and sharing of all stokeholders needio  developing fries’ needs os cenfral part of the
prioritized in multi-level action discussion on multi-level action
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URBANIZATION AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Global urbanization is moving rapidly, with Fast forward the transition fowards sustainable and resilient
_greater than half of the warld’s toral urbanization, with investing in clnm anergy. mv—
population living currently in cities. efficient buildings, and i L

Prepare and implement policies and action plans to reduce
GHG emissions from the built i building fits,
vpdated construction standards, end the incerporating

The environment is burdened with a significant
share of global greenhouse gas (GHG)

emissions.

renewable energy.
Ciries are mastly vulnerable to climate change,  Enk i in climate ad ion and resilience
{e.g. sea level rise, extreme heat, and measures for urban areas, for example, green infrasiruciure,
floading). early warning systems, and disaster managemenr plans.
Need for graater coordination between COP28 should give platforms for different stakeheldersta join
governments, businesses, and civil society ta gether and develop fir i und plans te
tackle the challenges of climate change and I the ition toward inable and climate
urbenizatian. rasilient environment.

LOCALLY LED ADAPTATION

LLa still possess underfunding issues. Up to COP2B must provide o significant rise in finance for
December 2022, anly & peresnt of the funding LLA. This fundling must he accessible ﬂnd flexible ra
goes to adaptotion of LLA. fulfill the requi of lacal i

LLA s often viewed as separated from other COP28 chould p i | ad

adaptation efforts. Duplication of efforts and linking LLA whh other types of aduptunon,n.sdl as
missed colluboration opportunities may result tional and regional plens for adaptation, This will
fram these. ensure that LLA remains effective and sustaineble.

LLA I3 sometimes hampered by lack of capocity COP28 must ensure support for building capacity
and due expertise, Local communities may lack and technical assistance for LLA. This ensures thar
4 fforts on their

the resources or skill set they must possess to plan local an lead
and adopt adaptation octions. owrl.

THANK YOU
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Appendix-3

Events Photo
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i AN
Inspiring Excellence NATURE AND LIFE
C3ER FOUNDATION

v\
R4 CAPS
Kimospharic
ArannaYk CHAMNGHE Pollutlon Studies
foundation initiative

ORGANIZERS

A o s E D Sringing hops, dignty sed maing fo e Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund

act:onaid

for Climate Justice

=
UNITE.ACT.DELIVER.
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